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NRHA Judges Program

In NRHA competition, reining horses are judged individually as they complete one of twelve specified patterns. One or more judges score each
horse between 0 and infinity with 70 denoting an average score. Each horse automatically begins the pattern with a 70. The judge can either
add or deduct up to 1 and 1/2 points on each maneuver in half-point increments based on the "quality" of the maneuver. Penalties are also
allocated for minor deviations from the pattern; major deviations result in a zero score for the go. As the judges watch the execution of the
pattern, individual scribes keep track of each judge's maneuver scores on a score sheet as well as penalty marks. Scores are tabulated and
announced at the end of each run. The judge's sheets with individual maneuver scores, penalties, and total scores are then posted for the
benefit of the exhibitors following each class.

In scoring, credit is given for smoothness, finesse, attitude, quickness and authority when performing the various maneuvers. Controlled speed
in the pattern raises the level of difficulty and makes the reining horse more exciting and pleasing to watch. Increased level of difficulty is
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rewarded with higher scores if the maneuvers are performed correctly.

The NRHA Handbook states:
"To rein a horse is not only to guide him, but to control his every movement."”

Unchanged since 1966, that statement serves as the definitive guide to the judging of reining events.
HOW DO | LEARN MORE ABOUT JUDGING?

Do you want to know what judges are looking for when you walk into the arena? Have you ever wondered why you received the score you did?
Then you are ready to attend an NRHA Membership Secrets of Judging course! These courses are hosted by NRHA affiliates around the world
and are targeted to answer these questions and more about the NRHA Judging System. During this one day course a member of the NRHA
Judges Teaching Panel will walk you through the history of the NRHA judging system, explain how it works and show video examples of
maneuver evaluations, penalties and more.

HOW CAN | BECOME A JUDGE?

The prospective judge must complete an application and submit to the NRHA office no later than February 15. The NRHA Judges Committee
will select no more than 30 applicants for the Judges Applicant Seminar held in the United States. International Applicant Seminars may be
held in conjunction with NRHA Judges Schools. Once passing the Judges Applicant Seminar testing requirements as set forth by the Judges
Committee the applicant will be eligible to attend an NRHA Judges School. Only after passing the testing requirements of an NRHA Judges
School, will the prospective judges have their names submitted to the Board of Directors for consideration for final judging privileges.

DO | QUALIFY?

The applicant must be at least twenty-five (25) years of age and must have been an NRHA member in good standing for 24 months prior to the
date of application before he or she can be considered for approval as an NRHA judge.

JUDGES SCHOOLS
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NRHA Judges Schools are available to NRHA Judges who need to recertify and individuals who have fulfill testing requirements at an NRHA
Judges Applicant Seminar. Applicants attending an NRHA Judges School must be at least 25 years of age and must be an NRHA member in
good standing for at least 24 months prior to application before they can be considered for approval as an NRHA judge. Judges School Fees:

» $200 is applicable for eligible NRHA Applicants attending Judges School.
» $200 is applicable if you are re-certifying prior to judging privileges expiring.
» $300 is applicable if you are re-certifying with less than five (5) year's elapsed time following the expiration of judging privileges.

WHERE ARE THE SCHOOLS AND SEMINARS?

There are three (3) NRHA Judges Schools offered in the United States each year, all are held in Oklahoma City, OK. The first school is held in
January, the second session is held in March, and the third session is held in the fall.

There is one NRHA Judges Applicant Seminar held in the United States each year. International Judges Applicant Seminars may be held in
conjunction with International NRHA Judges Schools.

NRHA International Judges Schools and Membership Secrets of Judging Courses are scheduled as requested by affiliate groups and
organizations wishing to host one in their city and/or country.

FOR INFORMATION: To host an NRHA Membership Secrets of Judging course in The U.S. or Canada or to host an International Judges
School call 405-946-7400 .

Find a Judge

o Worldwide Judges
o Restricted Judges

Judges Schools And Seminars

2018 US Schools
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September 28-30, 2018

Host: NRHA

Location: Oklahoma City

Host Hotel: Embassy Suites Airport
NRHA Contact: Kristen Liesman
kliesman@nrha.com

Pre-registration is required: Sign up here!

Judges

FEI Reining Judge 2*/3*/4* Promotion Course and Refresher Seminar

2019 US Schools

January 11-13, 2019

Host: NRHA

Location: Oklahoma City

Host Hotel: Embassy Suites Airport
NRHA Contact: Kristen Liesman
kliesman@nrha.com

Pre-registration is required: Sign up here!

March 15-17, 2019

Host: NRHA

Location: Oklahoma City

Host Hotel: Embassy Suites Airport
NRHA Contact: Kristen Liesman
kliesman@nrha.com

Pre-registration is required

September 27-29, 2019
Host: NRHA
Location: Oklahoma City
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Host Hotel: Embassy Suites Airport
NRHA Contact: Kristen Liesman
kliesman@nrha.com
Pre-registration is required

2019 Judges Applicant Seminars

e March 13-14, 2019
Host: NRHA
Location: Oklahoma City
Host Hotel: Embassy Suites Airport
NRHA Contact: Kristen Liesman
kliesman@nrha.com
Pre-registration is required

Home Calendar
Youth Results & Standings
Foundation Affiliates
Reiner Magazine Before You Show
Shop Eligibility

Entry Level

Sales
About NRHA

Join / Renew

Horse Welfare Secretaries
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Elections Judges

Careers Stewards
Historic Milestones Derby

Hall of Fame Futurity & NAAC
Million Dollar Earners Euro Derby
Past Champions Euro Futurity
Nomination Current News
Sire & Dam Newsletters

Professionals

Boot Camps Corporate Partners
Buy a Pro Derby Sponsors
Apprentice Futurity Sponsors
Horse of the West
NRHA Handbook Sponsorship Info

Forms & Documents
Fees & Services
Reiners Resource Guide
Find a Show

Find an Affiliate

Find a Trainer

NRHA Staff
Executive Committee
Board of Directors
Committees

Find a Judge
Task Forces
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